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This conference aims to provide some space to reflect on the achievements, 

diversity, and direction of environmental history, especially in its varied 

national, international and continental contexts. 

Environmental History, understood as a explicitly defined approach to the 

past, is now around a generation old. The field must today be considered as 

well established, and there is really no limit to the number of special areas of 

historical enquiry where environmental history is of relevance. Of great 

importance has also been the quite strong presence of environmental history 

in neighbouring social and natural sciences such as geography, anthropology, 

and archaeology. This gives rise to a number of key questions: Why is it that 

environmental history has sometimes fared better in other areas than history 

itself? What does this significant 'new' spread of history into other disciplines 

tell us of the importance and nature of history? Should environmental history 

be considered a discrete discipline with its own institutional presence, or 

essentially as a cross-disciplinary endeavour, and how is it best and most 

successfully 'done' in its different contexts? 



We note that the most influential work in the field has been done in the United 

States, although some of this has had a global range, and North America is 

also where the first teaching programs emerged and where the large majority 

of environmental history specialists are active. A similar following has not yet 

been won in Europe, with the possible exception of a few smaller European 

countries such as Austria, Finland, and the Scandinavian countries, which, 

incidentally, share some of America's geographical features: low population 

density, large stretches of "wilderness", and a strong tradition of the 

'outdoors'. 

A second observation is that, despite the fact that this is an interdisciplinary 

field, there has also been a quite rapid specialization within the field. This may 

bring scholarly depth and quality, but also a certain risk of becoming overly 

inward-looking, of isolation and, ultimately, of marginalization. There are 

indications - at least as we perceive - that work in environmental history, even 

good work that is widely cited within that community of scholars, is not 

commonly read and cited outside of the "circuit". When a similar observation 

was made in the US about a decade ago by William Cronon ("The Uses of 

Environmental History", Environmental History Review 1993:3), it caused 

some stir but does not we feel it has not yet been fully dealt with. Certainly 

many mainstream historiographies and teaching programs in a number of 

disciplines remain resistant to its allure. 

Against this background we are assembling a range of high-profile scholars, 

some of whom who have long been consciously active in forms of 

'environmental history' within their disciplinary contexts', to reflect on the 

current trend and possibilities in this cross-disciplinary field. Equally, there will 

be contributions addressing new approaches and research that is emerging 

from young practitioners of environmental history'. Together the conference 

promises a major contribution to both more reflective and more innovatory 

approaches to this wide-ranging and yet youthful field. 
 

Call for Papers and Posters 

Deadline: 4 October 2005 



Young researchers in the field of environmental history are invited to submit 

proposals for posters and papers for a session on new approaches to 

environmental history, in the conference 'The Uses of Environmental History: 

Cross Disciplinary Conversations', to be held on 14 January. Applicants will 

be expected to be undertaking, or have recently completed, doctoral research 

in the field. The papers and posters may cover any field, time period and 

geographical area, with an environmental history-related theme. 

To apply, please send an abstract of not more than 200 words describing the 

paper / poster, along with a curriculum vitae. A number of applicants will be 

chosen for paper presentations, but it is expected that a large amount of 

poster space will be available. 

This conference aims to provide some space to reflect on the achievements, 

diversity, and direction of environmental history, especially in its varied 

national, international and continental contexts. 

Environmental History, understood as a explicitly defined approach to the 

past, is now around a generation old. The field must today be considered as 

well established, and there is really no limit to the number of special areas of 

historical enquiry where environmental history is of relevance. Of great 

importance has also been the quite strong presence of environmental history 

in neighbouring social and natural sciences such as geography, anthropology, 

and archaeology. This gives rise to a number of key questions: Why is it that 

environmental history has sometimes fared better in other areas than history 

itself? What does this significant 'new' spread of history into other disciplines 

tell us of the importance and nature of history? Should environmental history 

be considered a discrete discipline with its own institutional presence, or 

essentially as a cross-disciplinary endeavour, and how is it best and most 

successfully 'done' in its different contexts? 

This conference will assemble a range of high-profile scholars, some of whom 

who have long been consciously active in forms of 'environmental history' 

within their disciplinary contexts', to reflect on the current trend and 

possibilities in this cross-disciplinary field. Equally, there will be contributions 

addressing new approaches and research that is emerging from young 

practitioners of 'environmental history'. Together the conference promises a 



major contribution to both more reflective and more innovatory approaches to 

this wide-ranging and yet youthful field. 

The conference is co-ordinated by Paul Warde of the University of 

Cambridge, and Sverker Sörlin of the Royal Institute for Technology, 

Stockholm. 
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