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Rethinking Inequality in Historical Perspective 
A 1-day Workshop at the University of Manchester 
Wednesday, 23rd May 2012, 10am – 5.30pm. 
 
Over the course of the last few years governments, policy makers and 
social scientists have rekindled an interest in the study of inequality. 
Inequality has come into focus again at the same time as the gap 
between rich and poor in many western nations has begun increasing 
after a long period of convergence. In addition, the pressures faced by 
welfare systems also threaten non-income mechanisms of equalization, 
in education, access to childcare, or health provision. 
 
Yet, even as social scientists have developed tools to diagnose 
inequalities and their multiple consequences, we feel strongly that not 
enough attention is devoted to how inequalities are created, 
reconstructed and reinforced over time, but also how societies come 
to accept some inequalities as ‘natural’ and others as unjustifiable and 
immoral. 
 
The aim of this workshop is to map out a set of questions that will 
guide the members of our Research Network – historians, social 
scientists, activists and practitioners – in investigating the production 
and reproduction of inequalities over time. 
 
This 1-day workshop will bring together historians, social scientists and 
practitioners concerned with the study and understanding of inequality 
broadly understood. The workshop will be structured around four key 
questions guiding a small number of short, cutting-edge papers and an 
open-ended discussion: 
 

• How have interactions between states, markets and society 
shaped inequalities in historical perspective? How do these 
account for present inequalities but, more importantly, what do 
they tell us about how inequality is created and sustained? 

 
• How are attitudes towards acceptable and unacceptable 

inequality created, reproduced and transformed over time? 
 

• How does materiality engage in the production and 
transformation of inequalities, for instance through commodities, 
space and technology, as well as the body itself? 
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• How should we think in long-term perspective about the 
production of inequality beyond the boundaries of the nation-
state, both internationally, between states, and transnationally, 
as inequalities between individuals and groups across nations? 

 
Call for Papers 
 
We welcome proposals for short (15-20 minute) presentations to each 
of the panels. Panels 1 and 2 aim to critically evaluate how History 
and the Social Sciences engage with the issues highlighted in the 
questions above. Panel 3 invites case-studies, including work in 
progress, from any historical context that speaks to the themes of the 
workshop. In panel 4 we are particularly interested to hear from non-
academics on how future research into inequality in historical 
perspective could feed into their work, as campaigners, policy-makers 
or practitioners in related areas. 
 
If you would like to propose a paper, please email a 250-word 
abstract to pedro.ramospinto@manchester.ac.uk by 14th March. 
 
 
Background 
 
The Rethinking Inequality in Historical Perspective workshop is the 
inaugural event of the AHRC-funded Inequality, Social Science and 
History Research Network, which will hold a series of public seminars, 
workshop events and a conference between 2012 and 2014. The 
network is a collaboration between the Centre for Research on Socio-
Cultural Change at the University of Manchester and the Centre for 
History & Economics at the University of Cambridge.  
 
Planned future events include a 2-year seminar series held alternatively 
in Cambridge and Manchester, a further 1-day workshop in the spring 
of 2013 and a 2-day conference in early 2014. 
 
The Network is directed by Pedro Ramos Pinto (Manchester), William 
O’Reilly (Cambridge) and Patrick Joyce (Manchester & EUI), who chairs 
the advisory board. To contact the management team, or to join the 
mailing list, please email pedro.ramospinto@manchester.ac.uk  
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Provisional Programme 
 
10am – Welcome and Introduction  
 
10.30 – 11.30 - Panel 1: History & Inequality  
 
11.30 – 11.45 - Coffee 

 
11.45 – 12.45 – Panel 2: Social Science & Inequality 
 
12.45 – 13.00 – Round-up Discussion 
 
13.00 – 14.00 – Lunch Break  
 
14.00 – 15.00 – Panel 3: New Historical Research on Inequality 
 
15.00 – 16.00 – Panel 4: What do we want from a History of 

Inequality? – non-academic perspectives. 
 
16.00 – 16.15 – Coffee Break 
 
16.15 – 17.30 – Roundtable Discussion: mapping new questions for 

research in inequality in Historical Perspective 
 
 
 
The Research Network on Inequality, Social Science and History is a 
collaboration between: 
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